
 
...the Best of the ‘Net According to EducateSTL 

 
As we settle into summer, we wanted to share one more issue with you before taking a little 
break.  Some interesting tech developments and innovations here and elsewhere may provide 
insight into our big picture planning going forward.  There’s also a few fun pieces to re-think the 
summer downtime.  We’ll see you again toward the end of the summer as we approach the new 
school year.  Stay healthy and sane! 
 

Education & COVID-19 

Reopening Around the Globe 
From South Korea to Denmark and beyond, many systems resumed classes before summer 
break offering us some insight into how this might look for us in the Fall.  Some have been open 
since mid-April, offering robust data on the impact of reopening (although seasonal differences 
could have an impact)  Leaving us to wonder...how can we keep an eye on their progress over 
the summer and apply lessons to our own plans? 
 
The STL: Learning Through Play 
All child-based occupations faced significant disruptions during COVID-19 but those working 
with special needs faced challenges like no other.  This piece highlights Blue Stars (a local 
school and therapy group working with students with Autism) whose creativity in handling these 
unprecedented times is inspiring..  From using masks with clear panels over the mouth (so a 
smile can be seen) to web chats with parents to clarify concerns about routines, there are 
multiple take-aways for anyone working with parents and children from a distance.    Leaving 
us to wonder...what other companies and partners are in our region that can help us with our 
special needs challenges? 
 
Mashable: Google’s Wing Drones Deliver Library Books to Virginia’s Students 
One of the perks of a major disruption to daily life is the opportunity for innovation.  Google’s 
‘Wing’ project partnered with public schools in Virginia to use drones to deliver library books so 
students can keep up with summer reading.  The idea originated with a middle school teacher 
who was an early adopter of the Wing technology  Leaving us to wonder...how can schools 
leverage partnerships with innovative projects to fill gaps in their re-opening plans? 
 
Pew Stateline: COVID could be the end of the line for some regional colleges 
Even before the pandemic, many states slashed funding for public universities that serve 
families with economic challenges.  Many states are even operating on budgets lower than they 
were prior to the 2008-9 recession.  Budgets have again been cut and many have furloughed 
staff who may not come back.  This piece explains the challenges of these institutions going 

https://www.cnn.com/videos/health/2020/05/22/go-there-south-korea-schools-reopening.cnn/video/playlists/atv-go-there/
https://www.politico.com/news/2020/06/10/european-school-reopeningsreduce-virus-concerns-for-most-312595
https://www.edutopia.org/article/schools-are-opening-worldwide-providing-model-us
https://thestl.com/community/learning-through-play/
https://mashable.com/article/google-wing-drone-library-book-delivery/
https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/blogs/stateline/2020/06/04/covid-19-could-be-end-of-line-for-some-regional-colleges


forward.  Leaving us to wonder...what impact could this have on schools like UMSL that we 
often rely on for partnerships and how can we advise our students going forward when 
considering post-secondary options? 
 

Government, Economics, and Society 

Vox: How Voting by Mail Could Save the U.S. Election 
A few elections in late spring and early summer have offered clear lessons about the voting 
process to consider when November comes.  In this short video, Vox interviews election experts 
to explore ways voting by mail might be leveraged to keep everyone safe and democracy 
thriving.  Leaving us to wonder...how can we support a process that ensures everyone gets 
safely to the polls considering what’s at stake for our budgets and schools 
 
Harvard Business Review: How to Work for a Boss Who Has a New Idea Every 5 Minutes 
Working for a school leader who is creative can be exciting and draining.  This piece from a time 
management coach gives great insight into how we can leverage those dynamic qualities in our 
leadership but maintain our sanity and stay on track with our original goals and mission. 
Leaving us to wonder...if this was an issue even before COVID-19, how will this leadership 
translate to our work in the Fall? 
 

Artificial Intelligence and Technology 

The Atlantic: What Big Tech Wants Out of the Pandemic 
 
This  extensive piece explores the rise and maturation of the major US tech firms as critical 
components of a functioning society in times of national emergency and cultural shift.  With 
power rivaling (and even at times surpassing) that of the U.S. government, many sectors of the 
economy grow concerned about the leverage held by a small number of corporations not 
elected into office but fundamental to daily life.  Leaving us to wonder...as we reflect on the 
role tech played during the pandemic, what changes should we make to policies and curriculum 
to limit any harmful impacts from its use while simultaneously leveraging it for student learning? 
 
Forbes: Talk to Tweet: Twitter Launches 140-second Voice Tweets to Make Twitter More 
‘Human’ 
Well, this will be interesting considering how much professional development and networking in 
education is done on Twitter!  Some users (maybe you) now have access to this trial feature, 
which is expected to launch as a permanent feature for all later this summer.  Leaving us to 
wonder...How might our PD and networks improve if this becomes a regular feature? 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I6biQ_2RK3k
https://hbr.org/2018/11/how-to-work-for-a-boss-who-has-a-new-idea-every-5-minutes?utm_campaign=hbr&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2020/07/big-tech-pandemic-power-grab/612238/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/johnkoetsier/2020/06/17/talk-to-tweet-twitter-launches-140-second-voice-tweets-to-make-twitter-more-human/#32ca9517dbd1
https://www.forbes.com/sites/johnkoetsier/2020/06/17/talk-to-tweet-twitter-launches-140-second-voice-tweets-to-make-twitter-more-human/#32ca9517dbd1


Families and Communities 

 
 
St. Louis Public Radio: Engaging Children in Political Protest 
In this episode of ‘St. Louis on the Air’, we hear from parents who are engaging their kids in the 
protests over the last few weeks.  We Stories founders share their insight into how to talk to kids 
about race as well.  Leaving us to wonder...how should we talk to our students about their 
political involvement and arrange our curriculum or school programming to support their interest 
in activism. 
 

Health & Wellness 

NPR’s LifeKit:  How to Start Therapy 
 
Mental health practitioners have been extremely busy in the last few months and yet many 
people who need help are not seeking it.  This podcast and article explain some of the reasons 
we don’t seek therapy and how to take steps toward getting the help we need.  Leaving us to 
wonder...how are we checking in with school staff to ensure they are taking care of their own 
mental health so they can be effective in leading kids when classes resume? 
 
Vox: The U.S. Medical System is Still Haunted by Slavery 
St. Louis has a nationally respected medical system and a long history of racial injustice. 
Understanding how these systems intersect helps us understand some of the underlying 
systemic racism that will linger long after the protests are over.  This short video history explains 
some of the significant racial disparity in health care and wellness.  Leaving us to 
wonder...what healthcare issues are our families facing and how can we support them within 
the capacity of our existing resources in schools? 
 

Around St. Louis 

Riverfront Times: How to Salvage Your Summer 
Bumming hard about that missed vacation?  Educators LOVE their summer.  Let’s be honest, 
it’s one of the key perks of the job.  While it’s probably not what you envisioned in March, there 
are some ways to try something new and make the best of it! 
 
Mojo Travels: Top 10 Post-Pandemic Staycation Tips 
Continuing with our vacation theme, this fun youtube channel offers great insight on a range of 
travel topics.  This piece shows us how to do a staycation the RIGHT way! 
 

 

https://news.stlpublicradio.org/post/wednesday-engaging-children-political-protest#stream/0
https://www.npr.org/2019/12/11/787058888/how-to-start-therapy?utm_source=npr_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=20200612&utm_term=4619532&utm_campaign=life-kit&utm_id=53614882&orgid=
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IfYRzxeMdGs&t=441s
https://www.riverfronttimes.com/stlouis/how-to-salvage-your-summer/Content?oid=33710159&utm_source=widget&utm_medium=home&utm_campaign=rightrail&utm_content=HomeThisWeek
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3GHMI_OsS9Q


 
Feedback or suggestions?  We’d love to hear from you!  Please email 
amy.peach@educatestl.org  
 
Learn more about our many initiatives at www.educatestl.org 
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